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Butcher, who received the Purple Heart 
is service with the Marine Corps during 
3 War 11, has a photo of Nagasaki that 
~k about a month after an atomic bomb 
1 the Japanese city. 
old black and white photograph is cen- 
around an ornate, curving oriental 

I' ' *be only thing in the photo left in 
l e ~  iurrounding the arch and stretch- 
it toward distant mountains is a stark 
3f debris and rubble. 
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Hiroshima, which claimed 92,000 lives. 
days later another atomic bomb fell on 
aki, killing a t  least 40,000 people. On 
0,1945, the Japanese began the process 
ender. 
ild Carpenter, chairman'of the history 
ment a t  Niagara University, said Al- 
aders were planning an invasion of 
before the bombs were dropped. I t  is 
Led that an invasion would have pro- 
the war for two to four years, Carpent- 
dl resulting in at  least 1 million 
sal casualties. 
ker, of 90th Street, Niagara Falls, 

Marines as a scout and a sniper. 
UC. would have been in one of the first 
I any Allied invasion of Japan. 
one of those that was real happy when 
topped those bombs," Butcher said 
. " It (Harry S Truman) was a great 
o made a great decision." 
er  2nd another Niagara Falls resi- 
Tiede, ae re  stationed near Nagasaki 
e Japanese surrendered and the Al. 
 pied the country. - 
oked M e  everything was pushed 
Tiede sald. "Buildings, everything, 
.e all hnocbed down. But it was t h a n  

terans agree: 
a million lives 
or you. War is war. And I suppose the bomb 
saved a lot of lives." 

Butcher said he had the grim job of inspect. 
ing bodies cleared from the rubble to try and 
locate survivors. Tbe only structure in his 
area of Nagasaki left standing, he recalled, 
was a red brick church. 

Eugene Flanagan of Cayuga Drive, who 
served with the lOlst Airborne Division dur. 
ing the Normandy invasion, remembers that 
his outfit was expecting transfer to the Pacif- 
ic when word came that-Japan had surren- 
dered. , _. 1 _, 

('(Dropping the bombs jp r~hab ly  saved s 
million lives," Hanagan said. "It's costly to 
go in on an invasion. When you go into an 
(enemy's) homeland, you're not just fighting 
fheir army, but their civilian population." 

Frank Malone, the retired police chief of 
North Tonawanda, had a first-hand look a t  
the determination of the Japanese. Malone 
was awarded the Purple Heart after he was 
wounded by a kamikaze pilot during the Al- 
lied invasion of the Phillipines. . , 

"They (Thp Japanese) were nuts," Malone 
said. "They never gave up. They thought if 
they died fightin for the emperor, it ,was a % one-way ticket to eaven." 

Malone, who expected to take part* in the 
invasion of Japan, said.it is drfficult tb cat- 
egorize what happened a t  Hiroshima and Na- 
g a s a k i  i n  m o d e r n  c o n t e x t s  of n u c l e a r  
morality. $. b , 

"I really don't know (if atomic weapons 
should have been used)," he said. "Time 
heals all wounds, and 40 years later, every- 
one has different feelings. But I'll tell you, if 
you were one of the guys waiting over there 
to go into Japan, you we,re sure glad they 
dropped those bombs." a 

As a historian, Carpenter said it would be- 
easy to second.guess the dropping of the 
bombs. But at the time, he said, Allied lead- 
ers were looking for the fastest way out of 

Marine Corps veteran Al Butcher, a Pur- 
ple Heart recipient wounded in action 
three times, was stationed near the atom- 
ic ruins of Nagasaki after the United 
States occupied Japan. ' 

whet had been long and bloody war. And 
Carpenter does not believe America's leaders 
had a clear idea of the atomic Pandora's box 
they were opening at  Hiroshima. . , 

"We've had time to look back, time to cool 
off," Carpenter said. "At that time they were 
still thinking about Pearl  Harbor. They be- 
lieved they were up against a fanatical 
enemy that would fight to the death. If you 
put yourself in Truman's shoes, it's a little 
easier to understand his decision." 

\ 

i3y LISA AUG 
Niagara Gazette 

By the time the atomic bomb exploded on 
Hiroshima, radioactive faUout from its con- 
struction had already reached Niagara Coun- 
$. In 1944, the U.S. Army's 7,500-acre Lake 

Ontario Ordnance Works on Pletcher Road in 
Lewiston became the dumping ground for 
waste from the Manhattao Project atom 
bomb research that made the TNT plant 
there obsolete. 

Liquid radioactive waste brought in rail- 
road tank cars from Oak Rid e, T ~ M . ,  was 
poured onto the Lewislon an Porter farm- % 
land that orchards once covered. 

Four thousand cubic yards of uranium resi. - 
due filled a concrete water tower, the 168.f00t 
silo that became the LOOW.site symbol. ' 

Local residents knew the site was govern- 
ment property, knew the farm buildings were 
phony, knew the Army said it would store 
munitions and chemicals there. 

But no one knew about the radioactive 
waste that would give off deadly radon gas 
and gamma rays for thousands of years. 

In 1949, the federal gorrernmeot revealed 
for the first time that tianhattan Project 
waste had been stored at  the site for five 
years, and flatly denied any health hazard 
from the waste storage. 

By then, the Army had sold off 5,000 acres 
~f the LOOW site to local residents and trans-- 
ferred the remaining 1,500 acres to the new 
.4bmic Ener y Commission, now the U.S. 
Dzpartment o Energy. P 

Between 1955 and 1968, the government 
snld all but 190 acres of contaminated LOOW. 
site pi-operty. 

Not until 1983 did the energy department 
begin excavating thousands of cubic yards of 
radioactively-contaminated soil from that 
property. 

Current owners include the Tonn of Lewis- 
ton's highway garage, SCA Cheniical Scrv- 
i c e s ,  which o p e r a t e s  haza rdous  was te  
! d f i l l s  there, and Steven Washljts, who op- 
c:a;es mu~~lc ipa l  l a n d u .  
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